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lyricism, using nature as a relief from the urban,
yet finding some pleasure in that too. Pursuit of
actuality, accurate representation of sensations,
developed an impressionist technique capable of
many different applications. On the whole this
~p~6etry before the 1914-18 war was optimistic,
sentimental and inspired by the passing moment.

But with the disintegration of age-old assumptions
about the nature of man and the universe, and with
the collapse of optimism in war and unrest, there
rose a fierce intellectualism, a literary revolt against
the cult of progress, cosmic emotion, and subjectivity,
accompanied by a search for impersonal concrete-
ness and terseness of expression. The awakening
of social conscience led to a revival of satire and
propagandist verse, " Contemporaneity " involved
the decline of rhetoric, of formal writing, and the
substitution of more colloquial idioms. Parallel
-with this wentra loosening of metrical form, experi-
ments in free verse, accentual rhythms, alliteration
and assonance, and an eclectic dabbling in measures
from Old- and Middle-English and Elizabethan
poetry ; modern popular song and dance influenced
rhythm and diction. The revulsion from romantic
enthusiasm caused a displacement of sentiment by
wit and understatement. An attempted reunion" of
passion with-thought popularised aJiiew " Meta-
physical " movement contradicting the poetry of
impersonality with a soul-searching inwardness.
Complexity of feeling, the many-sided intricacy of
contemporary social and intellectual problems, and
a desire for the utmost intensity of expression led